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Summary

This publication primarily covers contraceptive activity taking place at dedicated Sexual and Reproductive Health
(SRH) services in England, as recorded in the Sexual and Reproductive Health Activity Dataset (SRHAD), a mandated
collection for all providers of NHS SRH services. Data from GP settings and pharmacies is not included (unless
otherwise stated). People attend SRH services for a variety of reasons, but the main focus of this report is
contraception.

Latest available year of data is 2021/22 unless otherwise stated. 

Data is for SRH services only unless otherwise stated.
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4% fall in contraception-related contacts with SRH services
compared to 2020/21

This is a fall from 1.0 million to 0.96 million contraception-related
contacts

Overall contacts (includes those for non-contraception reasons) increased by 3% over the same
period

56% uptake of long acting reversible contraceptives
This is an increase of 10 percentage points, from 46% in 2020/21.

(Includes implants, IU devices, IU systems and injectable contraceptives)

27% uptake of the contraceptive pill
This is down from 39% in 2020/21*, but still the most popular type of

method for SRH service users

*Note that at the end of July 2021, progesterone only pills became available to purchase over
the counter at pharmacies without prescription. This is likely to have impacted the number of

women needing to attend SRH services for the contraceptive pill, and thus the SRH services
uptake figures for this method.

32% fewer emergency contraceptive items provided by SRH
services compared to 2019/20 (pre-Covid pandemic)

Over the last ten years, there has been a steady decline in the number
of emergency contraception items provided by both SRH services and

at other locations in the community.

Give us your feedback on this publication

We'd love to know what you think of this publication, including how you use it, and any ideas for improvement
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Introduction
This publication primarily covers contraceptive activity taking place at dedicated Sexual and Reproductive Health
(SRH) services in England, as recorded in the Sexual and Reproductive Activity Dataset (SRHAD). SRH services include
family planning services, community contraception clinics, integrated Genitourinary Medicine (GUM) and SRH
services, and young people’s services e.g. Brook advisory centres. They provide a range of services including, but not
exclusively, contraception provision and advice. A limited amount of data is presented from other sources;
sterilisations and vasectomies in NHS hospitals (see part 4) and contraceptives dispensed in the community (see parts 3
and 5).

The primary focus of the SRHAD collection is contraception. Though a summary of other types of activity is collected,
only contraception information is covered in detail, and this is reflected in the content of this report. SRHAD may not
capture all non-contraception related activity taking place at SRH services.

Please note, the publication does not represent all ways in which a person may access contraceptive services.  For
example, it excludes services provided in hospital out-patient clinics and those provided by GPs as well as
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contraceptives purchased over the counter at a pharmacy or in other retail settings (unless otherwise stated)1. 
Therefore changes over time may be due to changes in the way people access sexual and contraceptive services.

A wider range of data is published in the accompanying Excel spreadsheets. Full details of the data sources and other
information can be found in the Appendices, and data quality issues are covered in the Data Quality Statement.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. A small amount of data from GPs may be included where SRH services sub-contract to GPs, or where SRH services undertake activity on GP

premises.

Last edited: 29 September 2022 9:17 am

Part 1: Contacts with Sexual and Reproductive Health Services

Introduction
This part provides a summary of activity recorded in the SRHAD collection. As the primary focus of the collection is
contraception, it may not capture all non-contraception related activity taking place at SRH services. Overall contacts
may be effected by changes in recording practices for non-contraception related activity over time, though efforts
have been made with data providers in recent years to ensure completeness and consistency. Contacts for reasons of
contraception should be less affected by these issues.

People may contact SRH services for a number of reasons, including but not exclusively:

Provision of a main or supporting method of contraception, or contraception advice.

Provision of emergency contraception.

Removal of contraception devices.

Sexual health advice and STI care.

Pregnancy or abortion related issues.

For non-contraceptive activity taking place at SRH services, SRHAD only includes summary data. More detailed data
on services relating to Genitourinary Medicine, is collated by the UK Health Security Agency:

A contact is defined as a contact with the service, including external contacts, i.e. where an individual patient receives
care outside the clinic setting, for example in his or her own home. Non-face to face contacts were added to the
scope in version 2 of SRHAD from 2015/16.

Overall contacts with Sexual and Reproductive Health Services
Contacts by year

In 2021/22, there were 1.62 million contacts with dedicated SRH services made by 0.86 million individuals. This was an
increase of 3% compared to the number of contacts in 2020/21 (1.58 million). 

The number of contacts per year has fallen 34% since 2011/12 (when there were 2.47 million).  Changes over time
may be affected by variation in the way services record the non-contraception related activity included in this
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measure.  

In 2021/22, there were 0.96 million contacts for reasons of contraception, down 4% compared to 2020/21 (1 million),
and down 48% compared to 2014/15 (1.87 million). This data is not available prior to 2014/15 due to differences in
how the data was collected.

Non face to face contacts

Non-face to face contacts (for example, by e-mail, telephone, SMS, talk type) were added to the scope in version 2 of
SRHAD from 2015/16. Up to 2019/20, they accounted for only a small percent of annual contacts (between 1 and 3%).
However in 2020/21, during which time the country was subject to long periods of Covid related lockdown, this
increased to 43% of contacts. In 2021/22 34% of contacts were still not face to face at a clinic.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information: Data tables 1 and 3
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Reason for contacts with Sexual and Reproductive Health
Services
A single contact with SRH services may involve more than one reason.   

Reason for contact by females

77% of all contacts with SRH services were by females (1.24 million contacts).

9% of female contacts involved the provision of a new main method of contraception, 14% a change of main
method and 33% the maintenance of an existing main method. This is a total of 56% of contacts where a main
method was supplied or maintained.

15% involved pre-contraception advice, and 4% emergency contraception.

77% involved one or more other types of activity (whether with or without a contraception-related service). See table

5 in the Excel data tables for a full breakdown of this activity. 

Reason for contact by males

20% of all contacts with SRH services were by males (318 thousand contacts).

3% of male contacts involved the supply/maintenance of a main method, and 3% pre-contraception advice.

99% involved other activities (whether with or without a contraception-related service).

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information: 

Likelihood of contact with an SRH service (for reasons of
contraception)

Data tables 4 and 5
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This section only includes people who used a service for reasons of contraception, including for emergency
contraception and contraception related advice. 

Likelihood of contact by age and gender

3% of females between the ages of 13 and 54 had at least one contact with an SRH service for reasons of
contraception, compared to 4% in 2020/21, and 7% in 2014/15. For males in the same age group, it was less than
0.1% of the resident population.

The likelihood of a female contacting a service varies between ages.

Females aged 18 to 24 were most likely to use a service for contraception, with 7% having at least one contact during
2021/22.

2% of females aged 15 and 1% of females aged 13 to 14 had at least one contact. These equate to 1% of females
aged 13 to 15.

Likelihood of contacts for reasons of contraception by females (aged 13 to 54), by Local
Authority (LA) of patient residence

The likelihood of a female using an SRH service for reasons of contraception will be influenced by the availability of
such services in their area of residence.

The proportion of the female population (aged 13 to 54) that used a service for reasons of contraception, was highest
in Blackpool (11%), St. Helens, Hackney & City of London, and Lewisham (all 10%).

Note: As population estimates are not yet available for the 2 new LA's of North Northamptonshire and West
Northamptonshire, these LAs are shown as blank on the map. Counts of females attending for these LAs can be
found in table 16a.
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Across LAs, up to 29% of 18-19 year olds used a service for reasons of contraception, and up to 25% of 20-24 year
olds, though there was a large amount of variation. See data table 16a for a full set of data by age group.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information:   2a, 2b and 16a.
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Part 2: Methods of contraception

Introduction
Analysis of uptake in this part relates to females using SRH services only (female and male attending together will be
recorded as a female contact), and just those for whom a method of contraception was recorded during the year; this

Data tables
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was 456,943 females in 2021/22.

Almost all contraception provided to males by SRH services is the male condom (96%), with spermicides and natural
family planning representing the only other options available.

For all data on main method of contraception, a person contacting the same service multiple times during the year
will only be counted once. From 2014/15, in cases where there are multiple contacts/methods for the same person, the
methodology used to identify the main method was revised. As such, any data broken down by main method prior to
2014/15 is not directly comparable, though general trends over time are not affected. See part C of the

 for more details.

Information presented here is not necessarily representative of the uptake of contraception across the whole
population. Contraceptives can be obtained from other sources such as GPs or direct from pharmacies, whilst non-
prescription items like condoms can be obtained without a visit to a medical specialist. C-card schemes have also
improved access to free condoms for young people through alternative channels.

Contraceptive methods are classified as either User Dependent  or Long Acting Reversible Contraceptives (LARCs).

LARCs are not reliant on regular user adherence. See table 6 of the  for inclusions in the User

Dependent and LARC classifications.

The NICE guidelines on LARCs for England and Wales published in October 2005 (and updated in 2019) suggested
that increased uptake of long-acting methods would reduce unintended pregnancy and be most cost-effective for the
NHS.

Comparing uptake of user dependant / long acting reversible
contraceptives
Uptake of user dependent contraceptives / LARCs (at SRH services), by year

56% of females in contact with SRH services for contraception were using a LARC, an increase of 10 percentage points
from 46% in 2020/21. The remaining 44% had a user dependent main method. 

Over the last ten years, LARC uptake has been increasing and uptake of user dependent methods has been
decreasing. The pause in this increase seen in 2020/21 was likely due to more restricted access to LARCs during the
Covid-related lockdowns. In 2021/22, LARC uptake at SRH services was above user dependent uptake for the first
time. The large change seen in 2021/22 was driven by a sharp decrease in women using contraceptive pills as their
main method, and rises in the use of IU systems, IU devices, and implants (see later sections for more detail).

Note that at the end of July 2021, progesterone only pills became available to purchase over the counter at
pharmacies without prescription. This is likely to have impacted the number of women needing to attend SRH
services for the contraceptive pill, and thus the SRH services uptake figures for this method (and user dependant
methods as a whole).

Appendices

C-card distribution schemes - Why, what and how

Excel data tables
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Uptake of user dependent contraceptives / LARCs (at SRH services), by age

The proportion of females who choose LARCs as a main method of contraception is lowest in younger age groups; 44-
46% of those aged under 20, compared to 67-68% of those aged 35 and over.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information:   6 and 7

Uptake of user dependant contraceptives
Uptake of user dependant contraceptives (at SRH services), by method and year

Uptake of oral contraceptives at SRH services has fallen from 39% in 2020/21 to 27% in 2021/22, though they
remain the most common of any method (whether user dependant or LARC). Though uptake was already on a
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downwards trend since 2014/15, the large fall seen in 2021/22 was likely influenced by the availability from July 2021
of progesterone only pills over the counter at pharmacies.

Oral contraceptives were the most common method in all age groups, with the exception of those aged 35 and over,
for whom IU systems were most common (see section on LARCs). 

The male condom was the next most common user dependent option, with 12% choosing them as a main method.
However, as the male condom is easily available without prescription from other sources such as retail outlets, and
free via C-card schemes for persons under 25, the proportion of women using them as a main method across the full
population is likely to be much higher.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information:   6 and 7 

Uptake of long acting reversible contraceptives
LARC uptake (at SRH services), by method and year

The increase in overall LARC uptake over the last 10 years has been driven by a rise in implants, IU systems and
devices, and all saw further increases In 2021/22. Implants (the most common type of LARC), were now the main
method of contraception for 23% of females using SRH services. 16% were using IU systems as their main method,
and 11% IU devices.

Younger age groups more likely to use implants; 38% of under 16's, compared to 16% of those aged 45 and over. Use
of IU devices and systems increases with age, with 50% of those aged 45 and over using one or the other as their
main method.  This compares to 19% of 20-24 year olds, 11% of 18-19 year olds, and 5% of 16-17 year olds.

Injectable contraceptives are the only LARC method where uptake (7%) has not risen in recent years. Studies suggest
that injectable contraceptives are less cost effective than other LARC methods, with a higher failure rate (See part

E of the  for examples). 

Data tables
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information:   6 and 7

LARC uptake (at SRH services), by Local Authority (LA) of patient residence

A LARC uptake of 60% or more was recorded for SRH services patients from 56 LAs, up from 13 in 2020/21. The
highest proportions were in Sheffield (89%), Stockton-on-Tees (80%), North Northamptonshire (75%), and
Rotherham (75%). The lowest were in Blackburn with Darwen (36%), St. Helens (39%) and Wigan (39%).
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Equivalent data by service provider can be found in table 17b.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information:   17a and 17b

Last edited: 29 September 2022 9:17 am

Part 3: Emergency contraception

Introduction
Figures in this part do not represent the full volume of emergency contraceptives provided in England.
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Most of the analysis relates to emergency contraception provided at SRH services only. Counts from community

prescribing data (items dispensed primarily by pharmacists and GPs - see  for full inclusions) are also shown in

the first section - this data is sourced from the Prescription Cost Analysis (PCA) system, supplied by NHS Prescription
Services.

Since 2001, the reclassification of emergency hormonal contraception (EHC) meant that it could also be purchased
over the counter at a pharmacy without a prescription (by females aged 16 and over). In addition, nurses and
pharmacists can supply EHC to females of all ages under a Patient Group Direction (PGD). PGDs are documents which
make it legal for medicines to be provided to groups of patients without individual prescriptions having to be written
for each patient. Data on supply by PGD are not collected centrally.

Emergency contraception provision
Emergency contraception provided by SRH services, or dispensed in the community, by
year

Community prescribing data is reported by calendar year, so is presented separately from SRH services data.

Over the last ten years, there has been an overall fall in the number of emergency contraception items provided by
both SRH services and at other locations in the community.

54,826 items were provided by SRH services in 2021/22, and although this was an increase of 20% on the previous
year, the 2020/21 figures had been impacted by Covid related restrictions in service provision. The 2021/22 figure was
32% below that in 2019/20 (80,962 items).

 

The number of emergency contraception prescriptions dispensed in the community was 86,537 in 2021, a fall of 4%
compared to 2020 (90,068). Over the last ten years, this has fallen by 65%, from around 245 thousand items in 2011.
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Likelihood of being provided emergency contraception by SRH services, by age

3 per 1,000 of the female population were provided emergency contraception by an SRH service in 2021/22.

The likelihood of a female using an SRH service to obtain emergency contraception varies with age.

Those aged 18 to 19 were the most likely, with 8 per 1,000 population having done so at least once during the year.

There were 1,391 females aged 13 to 15 provided with emergency contraception by an SRH service at least once
during the year, representing 1 per 1,000 population.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information:   1, 9a, 9b, 9c, and 13

Availability of mid-year 2021 population estimates
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Emergency contraception provided to under 16s (SRH services
only)
Emergency contraception items provided to under 16s, by year

The number of emergency contraception items provided to under 16s by SRH services over the last ten years has

fallen both in real terms and as a percentage of those provided to females of all ages (see  9a for a longer

time series)

1,671 items were provided to under 16s by SRH services in 2021/22, representing 3% of total emergency
contraception. This compares to 1,357 items in 2020/21, and 13,454 items in 2011/12 (which represented 10% of the
total). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more information:   9a, 11 and 18a/b
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Last edited: 29 September 2022 9:17 am

Part 4: Sterilisations and vasectomies

Introduction
This part includes data on sterilisations and vasectomies taking place at SRH services and in NHS hospitals. NHS

hospitals data is extracted from NHS Digital’s Hospital Episode Statistics (HES). See part C of the  for a full

list of sterilisation and vasectomy HES procedure codes. 

A female sterilisation is an operation that necessitates a stay in hospital, and so all data relates to NHS hospitals.

Vasectomies may be performed as operations requiring a hospital stay, or as procedures in outpatient departments
and SRH services clinics. Most are performed as day cases in hospital outpatient departments.

Sterilisation and vasectomy procedures recorded at SRH
services or in NHS hospitals

Sterilisation procedures by year (NHS Hospitals)

There were 9,762 sterilisations performed in NHS hospitals in 2021/22, an increase of 27% on 2020/21 (7,657), a period
heavily affected by the Covid pandemic. The long term trend is otherwise downwards, with the 2021/22 total 35%
lower than ten years ago in 2011/12 (14,960).

Vasectomy procedures by year (SRH services and NHS Hospitals)

Prior to 2015/16, there had been a long-term decline in the number of vasectomies performed. The number
then stabilised until 2019/20 at around 11 to 12 thousand per year.

8,531 vasectomies were performed in 2021/22, 27% higher than the heavily Covid pandemic affected year of 2020/21
(4,487), but still 30% below the last pre-pandemic number in 2019/20 (12,157). 

Part 2: Methods of contraception

Previous Chapter

Part 4: Sterilisations and vasectomies

Next Chapter
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Part 5: Prescriptions for contraceptives dispensed in the
community

Introduction
Data for items dispensed in the community are sourced from the prescribing team at NHS Digital. The system used is
the Prescription Cost Analysis (PCA) system, supplied by the Prescription Services Division of the NHS Business Services
Authority (NHS BSA) and is based on the full analysis of all prescriptions dispensed in the community.

Prescriptions written by GPs and non-medical prescribers (nurses, pharmacists etc.) in England represent the vast
majority of prescriptions included. Prescriptions written by dentists and hospital doctors are also included provided
they were dispensed in the community. Also included are prescriptions written in Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland
and the Isle of Man but dispensed in England. The data do not cover items dispensed in hospital or on private
prescriptions.

The majority of items provided by SRH services would not be captured in this prescribing data, though there is likely
to be a small amount of overlap where the prescription item is unavailable directly from the service.

Prescribing data is collected on a different basis to SRHAD and so the datasets cannot generally be combined.  It
represents a count of items prescribed, unlike the activity based nature of SRHAD.

Data tables

Part 3: Emergency contraception

Previous Chapter

Part 5: Prescriptions for contraceptives dispensed in the community

Next Chapter

Your privacy and cookies
We use cookies on this website to help improve our service.  Cookies let us
anonymously see how our site is used.  Cookies also allow us to show content which is
most relevant to you.   

You can choose to only have the cookies which are essential for the site to run, but
some features such as webchat (LivePerson) won't work.   

You can use this tool to change your cookie settings. Choose ‘show details’ to see the
cookies we use and why. 

 

These cookies enable basic functions like page navigation and
making our site work properly. You won't necessarily have all
of these cookies placed, as it will depend on which content you
visit and how you interact with it. Our website cannot function
properly without these cookies.

__MGACCESSdigital.nhs.uk Stores the
access token
for visitors to
access

30 days HTTP

[#IABV2_BODY_PURPOSES#]
[#IABV2_BODY_FEATURES#]
[#IABV2_BODY_PARTNERS#]

Show details

Show details

Necessary (8)

Preferences (8)

Analytics (23)

Social media and third party (14)

Additional cookies (3)

[#IABV2_LABEL_PURPOSES#]

[#IABV2_LABEL_FEATURES#]

[#IABV2_LABEL_PARTNERS#]

Cookie declaration last updated on 14/11/2022 by Cookiebot

[#OOI_PERSONAL_INFORMATION#]

Necessary
Preferences
Analytics
Social media and third party

Use necessary cookies I'm ok with cookies

OKAllow all cookies

Allow selected

Use necessary cookies

Cookie declaration About

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/sexual-and-reproductive-health-services/2021-22/data-tables
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/sexual-and-reproductive-health-services/2021-22/emergency-contraception
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/sexual-and-reproductive-health-services/2021-22/prescriptions-for-contraceptives-dispensed-in-the-community
https://www.cookiebot.com/


11/24/22, 6:26 PM Sexual and Reproductive Health Services, England (Contraception) 2021/22 - NHS Digital

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/sexual-and-reproductive-health-services/2021-22# 19/32

Prescriptions for contraceptives dispensed at other locations in
the community
Long Acting Reversible Contraceptives (LARCs) by year

In 2021, there were 1.10 million LARC prescriptions dispensed in the community, which is 7% higher than in 2020
(1.03 million), but 12% below the pre-Covid pandemic level of 2019 (1.24 million).

User-dependant contraceptives by year

In 2021, there were 6.47 million prescriptions for user-dependant contraceptives dispensed in the community, a fall of
4% on 2020 (6.73 million). This continues a gradual long-term decline; there has been a fall of 12% since 2011, when
7.36 million prescriptions were dispensed.
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For more information:   13

Last edited: 29 September 2022 9:17 am

Data quality statement

Introduction
This document constitutes a background quality report for the Statistics on Sexual and Reproductive Health Services
(contraception) publication.

Context
The annual Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) services report primarily presents information on SRH services in
England sourced from the Sexual and Reproductive Activity Dataset (SRHAD). It includes national and regional, local
authority and provider level analysis.

SRHAD data is designed to be entered electronically in provider administrative systems, and automated (record level)
extracts are generated and submitted to NHS Digital. From January 1st 2015, a 2nd version of SRHAD was introduced
which extended the coverage to non-face to face contacts, and added additional data items. By the 2016/17 financial
year, all providers were submitting using SRHADv2. Full details of the return and data validations that occur at point
of submission, can be found at the following link:

Data is then processed by the NHS Digital Lifestyles team using SAS applications, and combined and stored in a single
SQL database. Source data files are deleted after a short retention period (minimum 3 months).

Publication outputs are compiled using a combination of SAS Enterprise Guide, Microsoft Excel, and Microsoft Power
BI.

Outputs are published to the NHS Digital website.

Purpose of document
This data quality statement aims to provide users with an evidence-based assessment of quality of the statistical
output included in this publication.

It reports against those of the nine European Statistical System (ESS) quality dimensions and principles appropriate to
this output. The original quality dimensions are: relevance, accuracy and reliability, timeliness and punctuality,
accessibility and clarity, and coherence and comparability; these are set out in Eurostat Statistical Law. However more
recent quality guidance from Eurostat includes some additional quality principles on: output quality trade-offs, user
needs and perceptions, performance cost and respondent burden, and confidentiality, transparency and security.

Data table

Part 4: Sterilisations and vasectomies

Previous Chapter

Data quality statement

Next Chapter

http://digital.nhs.uk/datacollections/srhad
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In doing so, this meets NHS Digital’s obligation to comply with the 

 and the following principles in particular:
Trustworthiness pillar, principle 6 (Data governance) which states “Organisations should look after people’s
information securely and manage data in ways that are consistent with relevant legislation and serve the public
good.”

Quality pillar, principle 3 (Assured Quality) which states “Producers of statistics and data should explain clearly
how they assure themselves that statistics and data are accurate, reliable, coherent and timely.”

Value pillar, principle 1 (Relevance to Users) which states “Users of statistics and data should be at the centre of
statistical production; their needs should be understood, their views sought and acted upon, and their use of
statistics supported.”

Value pillar, principle 2 (Accessibility) which states “Statistics and data should be equally available to all, not given
to some people before others. They should be published at a sufficient level of detail and remain publicly
available.”

Relevance
This dimension covers the degree to which the statistical product meets user needs in both coverage and content.

SRHAD covers activity taking place in the community at dedicated SRH services, including activity at non NHS service
providers where available. SRH services include family planning services, community contraception clinics, integrated
GUM and SRH services and young people’s services e.g. Brook advisory centres. It excludes services provided in out-
patient clinics and those provided by General Practitioners as well as contraceptives purchased over the counter at a
pharmacy or in other retail settings.

The report only covers services provided in England, though users of SRH services may be resident outside England.

SRHAD does not provide a count of contraceptive items provided, but a record of activity in relation to contraception
and other SRH services and a person may have a particular main method of contraception recorded, but this does not
necessarily mean an item was provided on that contact.

The statistics provide the most comprehensive source of information regarding SRH services. They are completed on a
census basis (i.e. not based on a sample) and are therefore not subject to any inaccuracies that sampling may
introduce. They are however subject to some data quality issues which are covered in more detail within this data
quality statement. They show the number of people accessing services, and also the total number of contacts with
these services.

A contact within this report may be a clinic attendance or a contact with the service at a non-clinic venue (such as
home visits or outreach), including non-face to face contacts (e.g. by telephone).

Information is presented by age and gender, and also at regional level and by Local Authority (LA) and provider.
Certain information is presented as a percentage of the resident population. For these figures, the population
(denominator) is aged between 13 and 54. Note there will be a small number of patients attending SRH services that
fall outside of these age ranges but they are not included in the population related calculations as the resident
population which falls outside these ranges is also not included. 

Further coverage of contraception data is provided by the inclusion of prescribing information from the prescribing
team at NHS Digital.  Prescriptions written by General Medical Practitioners and Non-medical prescribers (nurses,
pharmacists etc.) in England represent the vast majority of what is included. Prescriptions written by dentists and
hospital doctors are also included provided that they were dispensed in the community. Also included are
prescriptions written in Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Isle of Man but dispensed in England. The data
does not cover items dispensed in hospital or on private prescriptions.

Accuracy and reliability
This dimension covers, with respect to the statistics, their proximity between an estimate and the unknown true
value.
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Validations

SRHAD data is validated by NHS Digital using automated processes which ensures data adheres to a set of validation
rules.  The validation rules are classed as either “errors” which must be resolved before the data will be accepted, or
“warnings” which highlight potential errors for the submitting organisation to investigate before they confirm the
data as being final.  Issues with the data are queried with the submitting organisation although there may be valid
reasons for the data, and organisations have the opportunity to explain any such reasons.

The purpose of the validation is to ensure that the data are robust and presented appropriately with caveats and
footnotes to aid interpretation where necessary.

Details of the validations are shown within the SRHAD Technical Guidance document which can be found at the
following link:

 

Identifying individuals

Analyses based on the number of individuals using SRH services within each financial year, requires accurate local
patient IDs being inputted and the same ID being used for each contact. It is recognised that not all clients will give
accurate details when contacting these services and therefore the same client may be counted more than once. As
local patient IDs are only unique to each service provider, this methodology only allows us to identify multiple
contacts with the same service provider. A person attending different service providers will be counted as a different
person.

It can also be difficult to track patients over time when the provider supplying the service changes even if the clinic
remains in the same location. This is because patient IDs issued under the old contract are often not continued by a
new provider.  However, this is unlikely to effect analysis in this report as providers rarely change mid-financial year.

 

Changes in service provision

Changes in how services are delivered can affect time series data – the number of providers that return SRHAD data
varies each year as a result of any re-structuring/change in service provision. The move of the responsibility of services
from one service provider to another can result in the figures being reported against a different service provider to
previously, so changes in responsibility will need to be considered when interpreting provider based outputs.

 

Completeness of provider submissions

There is no centrally held register of organisations that offer SRH services so we cannot be certain the dataset is
complete but efforts are made each year to update the list of organisations whom we expect to receive data from,
e.g. following up organisations’ who have previously provided data, asking regional commissioning contacts to
review submitter lists, etc. 

 

The number of providers (NHS and independent) submitting SHRAD data since 2014/15

Year Providers

2014/15 139

2015/16 113

2016/17 103

2017/18 101

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/data-collections-and-data-sets/data-collections/sexual-and-reproductive-health-
activity-data-set-srhad-collection
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2018/19 95

2019/20 90

2020/21 91

2021/22 80

In 2021/22 there were a higher than usual number of providers that failed to provide a SRHAD submission. Of
organisations believed to still provide specialised Sexual Health Services, the following did not make a submission in
time for the 2021/22 collection: 

- CENTRAL LONDON COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE NHS TRUST (submitted 65,091 contacts in 2020/21)

- UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS BIRMINGHAM NHS FOUNDATION TRUST (submitted 12,157 contacts in 2020/21)

- NORTH WEST ANGLIA NHS FOUNDATION TRUST (submitted 5,899 contacts in 2020/21)

- LINCOLNSHIRE COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES NHS TRUST (submitted 7,455 contacts in 2020/21)

- COUNTY DURHAM AND DARLINGTON NHS FOUNDATION TRUST  (submitted 7,569 contacts in 2020/21)

- LANCASHIRE & SOUTH CUMBRIA NHS FOUNDATION TRUST  (submitted 7,311 contacts in 2020/21)

 

Local Authority of residence information

Local Authority (LA) of residence was added to the collection as a mandatory field in SRHAD v2.

In 2021/22, around 2% of records had an LA of residence that was recorded as unknown. These contacts are not
allocated to an LA in the data tables, though are included in national totals.

 

Known provider data quality issues

Table 21 in the Excel data tables shows a number of data quality measures by service provider, with Red Amber Green
indicator. These represent features of the data which are not rejected during the validation process (though may have
been highlighted as warnings), but may impact on the quality of reporting and analysis.

Timeliness and punctuality
Timeliness refers to the time gap between publication and the reference period. Punctuality refers to the gap
between planned and actual publication dates.

Usually, the data are collected following the end of the financial year (1st April to 31st March) by NHS Digital. The
final annual dataset is usually passed to the publication team during August. The data are then analysed and the
report prepared for publication in October which is 7 months after end of the time period to which it refers.

In 2020/21, an April to September collection was additionally conducted in order to provide an early picture at a
national and local level of the impact of the Covid 19 pandemic on contraception provision during 2020.

Accessibility and clarity
Accessibility is the ease with which users are able to access the data, also reflecting the format in which the data are
available and the availability of supporting information. Clarity refers to the quality and sufficiency of the metadata,
illustrations and accompanying advice.
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The tables are made available as standalone Microsoft Excel workbooks.

Coherence and comparability
Coherence is the degree to which data which have been derived from different sources or methods but refer to the
same topic are similar. Comparability is the degree to which data can be compared over time and domain. 

Move from KT31 return to SRHAD - 2010/11

Between 2010/11 and 2014/15 providers of SRH services data transitioned from submitting via an aggregated
collection called the KT31 to SRHAD. However, the SRHAD data can be aggregated to produce analyses which are
comparable to KT31 data thus making the time series presented in this report consistent over time (subject to the
other points which follow in this section).

From 2015/16, the SRHAD v2 collection extended the coverage to include non-face to face contacts, identified via a
new ‘consultation medium’ field.

All analyses include the non-face to face contacts but it is very unlikely they are affecting any comparisons over time
as they only represent a small proportion of total contacts.  

 

Change in method for identifying a person’s main contact during the year - 2014/15

For analysis of a woman’s main method of contraception, a woman contacting the same service multiple times during
the year is only counted once. From 2014/15 the methodology used to determine the choice of contact was revised
from being based on a person’s first contact in the year (see appendix C for details).

This change in methodology created a break in the time series, meaning that the data from 2014/15 is not directly
comparable with previous data. However, the methodological change is not considered to have effected general
trends over time e.g the rate of increase in the use of Long Acting Reversible Contraceptives (LARCs) from year to
year.

For 2014/15 analysis of main contraception is presented for both methodologies so that the impact of the change can
be observed. The new methodology increased the percentage of women reported as using LARCs as their main
method by 4.2 percentage points, and a corresponding fall in those reported with a user dependent main method.

The impact can be seen across all main methods by comparing Excel data tables 6 and 6a in the 2014/15 report:

 

Availability of progesterone only pills over the counter - 2021/22

At the end of July 2021, progesterone only pills became available to purchase over the counter at pharmacies without
prescription. This is likely to have affected the number of women needing to attend SRH services for the
contraceptive pill, and thus the SRH services uptake figures for this method (and user dependant methods as a
whole).

 

Prescribing data

Prescribing data is collected on a different basis to SRHAD and so the datasets can not generally be combined. It
represents a count of items prescribed, unlike the activity based nature of SRHAD. The majority of items provided by
SRH services would not be included in the prescribing data, though there is likely to be a small amount of overlap
where the prescription item is unavailable directly from the SRH service.

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/sexual-and-reproductive-health-services/sexual-and-
reproductive-health-services-england-2014-15
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Trade-offs between output quality components
This dimension describes the extent to which different aspects of quality are balanced against each other. 

As mentioned previously, a patient would appear in the dataset as more than one person if they contacted clinics at
different service providers. This is a necessary trade-off due to the absence of NHS number in the collection.

Assessment of user needs and perceptions
This dimension covers the processes for finding out about users and uses and their views on the statistical products. 

User needs are assessed in a number of ways:

The NHS Digital lifestyles team works with specialised sexual and reproductive health groups, that includes
representatives from specialised sexual health services, Local Authority sexual health service commissioners, sexual
health academics and members of the sexual health team at the Office for Health Improvement and Disparities in
the Department of Health and Social Care 
Publication outputs are discussed and feedback and advice obtained as to their suitability and usefulness.

User feedback is collected via online feedback forms linked to the publication page.

Adhoc requests for SRH services data received during the year inform the content of published tables during the
design of development stage of the publication each year.

Full user consultation exercises are occasionally required when there are plans to make significant changes to the
content of outputs. Such a consultation was run in 2014 prior to updating the publication outputs for 2014/15.

This report was also part of a wider consultation on all NHS Digital publications in 2016. The results of the
consultation are published here:

Performance, cost and respondent burden
This dimension describes the effectiveness, efficiency and economy of the statistical output.

The burden to providers was assessed as part of the move to SRHAD v2 mentioned previously.  This gave an estimate
of £103,000 per year, although SHRAD data was collected on a quarterly basis at the time this estimate was
produced.  It is now collected annually, which should have reduced the burden.

The cost to NHS Digital of collecting, validating, processing and disseminating the data was estimated to be around
£60,000.

Confidentiality, transparency and security
The procedures and policy used to ensure sound confidentiality, security and transparent practices. 

This publication is accompanied by an internal Risk Assessment. The Risk Assessment assesses the data for risk of an
individual being identified or the data being disclosive. It considers the relevant legislation around data protection
and the NHS anonymisation standard:

Controls are implemented to ensure the data remain non-identifiable/non-disclosive. Local level data has been
rounded, and in a few cases some small numbers suppressed where rounding is not sufficient. The disclosure control
method applied to SHRAD was amended for the 2019/20 publication as part of a move towards more consistent
methods of disclosure control across NHS Digital datasets and to bring automation benefits.  For details see the

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20180307182058/http://content.digital.nhs.uk/article/7041/Consultation-on-
changes-to-HSCIC-Statistics-201617---201819-Now-Closed

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http://www.isb.nhs.uk/library/standard/128

Your privacy and cookies
We use cookies on this website to help improve our service.  Cookies let us
anonymously see how our site is used.  Cookies also allow us to show content which is
most relevant to you.   

You can choose to only have the cookies which are essential for the site to run, but
some features such as webchat (LivePerson) won't work.   

You can use this tool to change your cookie settings. Choose ‘show details’ to see the
cookies we use and why. 

 

These cookies enable basic functions like page navigation and
making our site work properly. You won't necessarily have all
of these cookies placed, as it will depend on which content you
visit and how you interact with it. Our website cannot function
properly without these cookies.

__MGACCESSdigital.nhs.uk Stores the
access token
for visitors to
access

30 days HTTP

[#IABV2_BODY_PURPOSES#]
[#IABV2_BODY_FEATURES#]
[#IABV2_BODY_PARTNERS#]

Show details

Show details

Necessary (8)

Preferences (8)

Analytics (23)

Social media and third party (14)

Additional cookies (3)

[#IABV2_LABEL_PURPOSES#]

[#IABV2_LABEL_FEATURES#]

[#IABV2_LABEL_PARTNERS#]

Cookie declaration last updated on 14/11/2022 by Cookiebot

[#OOI_PERSONAL_INFORMATION#]

Necessary
Preferences
Analytics
Social media and third party

Use necessary cookies I'm ok with cookies

OKAllow all cookies

Allow selected

Use necessary cookies

Cookie declaration About

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20180307182058/http:/content.digital.nhs.uk/article/7041/Consultation-on-changes-to-HSCIC-Statistics-201617---201819-Now-Closed
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http:/www.isb.nhs.uk/library/standard/128
https://www.cookiebot.com/


11/24/22, 6:26 PM Sexual and Reproductive Health Services, England (Contraception) 2021/22 - NHS Digital

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/sexual-and-reproductive-health-services/2021-22# 26/32

methodological change notice   

The data contained in this publication are National Statistics. The Code of Practice for Statistics is adhered to from
collecting the data to publishing.

Last edited: 29 September 2022 9:17 am

Appendices

Appendix A - Data sources
The data sources used in this report are described below.  Any issues with data quality are included in the Data
Quality Statement which accompanies this report.

SRH Services data

The annual Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) services report primarily presents information on community based
SRH services in England. It includes national and regional tables as well as tables by local authority and provider
organisation.

Data on Sexual and Reproductive (SRH) services has been collected since 1988/89 through the KT31 return, and since
2010/11 via the Sexual and Reproductive Health Activity Dataset (SRHAD). Between 2010/11 and 2013/14 providers
were able to submit either a KT31 return or SRHAD.

SRHAD is an activity based collection with each contact being a record within the dataset. An updated version
(SRHAD version 2) was introduced on 1st January 2015, which includes additional fields and extends the remit of the
collection to include non-face to face contacts. All providers have been required to submit this new version since
2016/17.

Further details of the  are available. 

 

Prescribing data

Prescription items dispensed in the community are sourced from the Prescribing team at NHS Digital. Information is
taken from the Prescription Cost Analysis System (PCA), supplied by the Prescription Services Division of the NHS
Business Services Authority (NHS BSA) and is based on the full analysis of all prescriptions dispensed in the community
(i.e. by community pharmacists and appliance contractors, dispensing doctors, and prescriptions submitted by
prescribing doctors for items personally administered in England). Also included are prescriptions written in Wales,
Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Isle of Man but dispensed in England. The data do not cover drugs dispensed in
hospitals, including mental health trusts, or private prescriptions. Prescribers are GPs, nurses, dentists and hospital

methodological-changes/sexual-and-reproductive-health-activity-dataset---

methodological-change-2019-20.pdf

www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/guidance/index.html

NHS Digital Statistical Governance Policy

NHS Digital Freedom of Information Process

NHS Digital Statement of Compliance with Pre-Release Order

NHS Digital Disclosure Control Procedure

Part 5: Prescriptions for contraceptives dispensed in the community
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doctors. Prescriptions are written on a prescription form known as a FP10. Each single item written on the form is
counted as a prescription item.

 

Hospital data

Information on sterilisations and vasectomies is sourced from Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) hosted by NHS Digital.
HES is a data warehouse containing details of all admissions to NHS hospitals in England. It includes private patients
treated in NHS hospitals, patients who were resident outside of England and care delivered by treatment centres
(including those in the independent sector) funded by the NHS. HES also contains details of all NHS outpatient
appointments in England as well as detailed records of attendances at major A&E departments, single specialty A&E
departments, minor injury units and walk-in centres in England.

The unit of measurement used in this report for sterilisations and vasectomies is a finished consultant episode (FCE). 
An FCE is a period of care under one consultant within one healthcare provider and a patient may experience more
than one FCE in a single admission. FCEs are counted against the year in which the episode finishes.

The procedure codes used for identifying sterilisations and vasectomies are contained within Appendix C.

Appendix B – Definitions
A contact is defined as a contact with the service (including external contacts, i.e. where an individual patient receives
care outside the clinic setting i.e. in his or her own home or other location). Non-face to face contacts were added to
the scope in version 2 of the Sexual and Reproductive Activity Dataset (SRHAD) from 2015/16.

Modernisation of services and the multidisciplinary team approach means this professional contact may include a
nurse working under a Patient Group Direction (PGD) to supply and administer contraceptives and provide advice,
with health advisers, youth workers, and reception staff. Additionally, individuals attending for 'other' services such
as cervical cytology, pregnancy testing and menopause advice are recorded.

The main method of contraception for new clients is that chosen after counselling; for existing clients it is the main
method in use unless a change is advised.  In cases where a person contacts a service on more than one occasion
during the reporting year, the methodology for determining which main method to report is shown in Appendix C.

Vasectomies and occasionally sterilisation procedures, can take place at SRH service clinics and are recorded as an SRH
care activity in SRHAD. However, they are not considered as a main method of contraception for the purpose of this
analysis.

Where a couple are seen together only one contact is recorded; if  the male condom is the main method chosen by
the couple it is recorded as a male contact and if any other method is chosen it is recorded as a female contact.

Long Acting Reversible Contraceptives (LARCs) are defined by NICE as contraceptive methods that require
administration less than once per cycle or month. Their effectiveness does not depend on daily concordance. In this
publication they consist of Inter-Uterine Devices (IUD), Intra Uterine System (IUS) injectable contraceptive and
implants.

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is a Lower Super Output Area (LSOA) level measure of deprivation, and is made
up of seven LSOA level domain indices. These relate to income deprivation, employment deprivation, health
deprivation and disability, education skills and training deprivation, barriers to housing and services, living
environment deprivation, and crime which reflect the broad range of deprivation that people can experience. IMD is
a measure of the overall deprivation experienced by people living in a neighbourhood, although not everyone who
lives in a deprived neighbourhood will be deprived themselves.

IMD data presented in this publication is based on the .

Appendix C – Methodologies
Disclosure control rules
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From 2019-20 the SRHAD disclosure control rules were updated in line with the NHS Digital central suppression rules,
which have already been assessed and implemented for secondary care and other datasets.

This means that all sub-national counts between 1 and 7 are suppressed, with other sub-national counts rounded to
the nearest 5. Sub-national percentage and rate calculations are performed on rounded data and the result shown to
the nearest whole number.  Calculations based on suppressed counts are also suppressed.

Additionally, where a calculation would be made where the rounded denominator is less than 400, we will not
display this result. This is because we cannot be sure that the resulting value (as based on rounded data) is of
sufficient accuracy when compared to the 'true' percentage (if based on unrounded data).

For further details see the .

 

Count of persons

Where ‘persons’ are referred to in the report, a person is only counted once during the year, even if they had multiple
contacts with the same service provider. If the same person attends clinics run by different service providers then they
will be counted more than once. 

 

Main method of contraception

Where a person contacts a service on multiple occasions during the year, it is necessary to select only one of these
contacts as their main contraception method. Prior to 2014/15, this was based on a person’s first contact in the year.

From 2014/15 the methodology was updated, to be based on:

a person’s final visit to a service in the year where a main method of contraception was identified i.e. if a person’s
final visit during the year related to advice or non-contraception related activity only, then this has been
discounted from the analysis in favour of an earlier visit, IF in that earlier visit a main method of contraception
was recorded.

This method ensures that it reflects the most current main method of a person, and that contacts where a main
method of contraception was recorded, are prioritised over non-contraception related contacts.

 

Compilation of sterilisation and vasectomy data

The following OPCS-4.7 codes classify vasectomy, vasectomy reversal, female sterilisation and female sterilisation
reversal:

Procedure codes identifying vasectomies

N17.1 Bilateral vasectomy

N17.2 Ligation of vas deferens NEC

N17.8 Other specified excision of vas deferens

N17.9 Unspecified excision of vas deferens

Procedure codes identifying vasectomy reversals

N18.1 Reversal of bilateral vasectomy

N18.2 Suture of vas deferens NEC

N18.8 Other specified repair of spermatic cord

N18.9 Unspecified repair of spermatic cord

Procedure codes identifying female sterilisations
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Q27.1 Open bilateral ligation of fallopian tubes

Q27.2 Open bilateral clipping of fallopian tubes

Q27.8 Other specified open bilateral occlusion of fallopian tubes

Q27.9 Unspecified open bilateral occlusion of fallopian tubes

Q28.1 Open ligation of remaining solitary fallopian tube

Q28.2 Open ligation of fallopian tube NEC

Q28.3 Open clipping of remaining solitary fallopian tube

Q28.4 Open clipping of fallopian tube NEC

Q28.8 Other specified other open occlusion of fallopian tube

Q28.9 Unspecified other open occlusion of fallopian tube

Q35.1 Endoscopic bilateral cauterisation of fallopian tubes

Q35.2 Endoscopic bilateral clipping of fallopian tubes

Q35.3 Endoscopic bilateral ringing of fallopian tubes

Q35.4 Endoscopic bilateral placement of intrafallopian implants

Q35.8 Other specified endoscopic bilateral occlusion of fallopian tubes

Q35.9 Unspecified endoscopic bilateral occlusion of fallopian tubes

Q36.1 Endoscopic occlusion of remaining solitary fallopian tube

Q36.2 Endoscopic placement of intrafallopian implant into remaining solitary fallopian tube

Q36.8 Other specified other endoscopic occlusion of fallopian tube

Q36.9 Unspecified other endoscopic occlusion of fallopian tube

Procedure codes to identify female sterilisation reversals

Q29.1 Reanastomosis of fallopian tube NEC

Q29.2 Open removal of clip from fallopian tube NEC

Q29.8 Other specified open reversal of female sterilisation

Q29.9 Unspecified open reversal of female sterilisation

Q37.1 Endoscopic removal of clip from fallopian tube

Q37.8 Other specified endoscopic reversal of female sterilisation

Q37.9 Unspecified endoscopic reversal of female sterilisation

 

Appendix D – Users and uses of the statistics
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (OHID) within the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) use
these statistics to inform policy and planning.

The Secretary of State for Health has a statutory duty to protect health and address inequalities, and promote the
health and wellbeing of the nation.  DHSC will use SRHAD data to support these public health functions with regard
to sexual and reproductive health.
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The data supports the Government's Sexual Health Strategy objective to reduce unintended pregnancies. It also feeds
into the Sexual and Reproductive Health Profiles produced by OHID which provide a suite of nationally agreed

indicators at local authority level ( ), and into their local authority sexual
health epidemiology reports (LASERs) which describe STIs, HIV and reproductive health in the local area.

Local authorities use these statistics to support their legal duty to improve the public’s health.  Specifically they are
used in the planning and management of service delivery (commissioning) and for performance management of
sexual health services. They can help forecast the demand for services and assist in planning how services will be
delivered. Statistics and findings have been used to support Joint Strategic Needs Assessments of the health and
wellbeing of local communities.

The information supports NHS trusts by providing a key source of sexual health information for public health and
performance management. As set out in the 2009/10 NHS Operating Framework, services to reduce teenage
pregnancy rates, including provision of a full range of contraceptive services, have a key role in keeping children well,
improving their health and reducing health inequalities.

National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) used the data in cost effectiveness studies of Long Acting
Reversible Contraceptives.

The statistics are used by NHS Digital to answer Parliamentary questions, freedom of information requests and ad-
hoc queries.

The statistics are used by the media to underpin various articles/journals etc. on matters of public interest.

Unknown Users

This publication is free to access via the , and consequently the majority of users will access the

report without being known to us. Therefore, it is important to put mechanisms in place to try to understand how
these additional users are using the statistics and also to gain feedback on how we can make these data more useful
to them. On the webpage where the publication appears there is a “Contact us” link at the bottom of the page.  Any
responses are passed to the team responsible for the report to consider.

Appendix E – Useful links
For detail on the . 

, which includes three sexual health outcomes

Findings from a study by Public Health England on condom distribution schemes (CDS) 

Examples of studies/information on the effectiveness of different types of contraception:

http://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/sexualhealth

NHS Digital website

SRHAD collection

General NICE guidance

NICE LARC advice for main method of contraception

Department of Health’s Sexual Health Improvement Framework 2013

Government's Public Health Outcomes Framework

Office for Heath improvement & Disparities Sexual and Reproductive Health Profiles

Public Health England’s guide to data on sexual and reproductive health

Governments Teenage Pregnancy Strategy 2010

Advisory Group on Contraception (AGC) recommendations to NHS England 2014

Condom Distribution Schemes,
England 2015/16

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/contraception/how-effective-contraception/

https://srh.bmj.com/content/familyplanning/32/1/3.full.pdf
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Appendix F – Further information
Comments on this report would be welcomed. Any questions concerning any data in this publication, or requests for
further information, should be addressed to:

The Contact Centre 
NHS Digital 
7 and 8 Wellington Place 
Leeds 
West Yorkshire 
LS1 4AP

Telephone: 0300 303 5678

Email: 

 

Press enquiries should be made to:

Media Relations Manager:

Telephone: 0300 303 5678

Email: 

 

This and previous reports on Sexual and Reproductive Health Services in England can be found at:
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