
09/12/2020 COVID-19 vaccination: a guide for women of childbearing age, pregnant, planning a pregnancy or breastfeeding - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastf… 1/3

 GOV.UK 
1. Home (https://www.gov.uk/)
2. Health and social care (https://www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care)
3. Public health (https://www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/public-health)
4. Health protection (https://www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/health-protection)
5. Immunisation (https://www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/health-protection-immunisation)
6. COVID-19 vaccination: women of childbearing age, currently pregnant, planning a pregnancy or

breastfeeding (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-
age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding)

Public Health  
England (https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england)

Guidance

COVID-19 vaccination: a guide for women of
childbearing age, pregnant, planning a pregnancy
or breastfeeding
Published 6 December 2020

Contents

Many vaccines can be given safely in pregnancy, so why are you being advised against this vaccine?
What this mean for you

Print this page

https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/public-health
https://www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/health-protection
https://www.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/health-protection-immunisation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england


09/12/2020 COVID-19 vaccination: a guide for women of childbearing age, pregnant, planning a pregnancy or breastfeeding - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastf… 2/3

© Crown copyright 2020

This publication is licensed under the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0 except where
otherwise stated. To view this licence, visit nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-
licence/version/3 (https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3) or write to
the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gov.uk.

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain permission
from the copyright holders concerned.

This publication is available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-
women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding/covid-19-
vaccination-a-guide-for-women-of-childbearing-age-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastfeeding

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gov.uk


09/12/2020 COVID-19 vaccination: a guide for women of childbearing age, pregnant, planning a pregnancy or breastfeeding - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-women-of-childbearing-age-currently-pregnant-planning-a-pregnancy-or-breastf… 3/3

The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is a new type of vaccine that has been shown to be effective
and to have a good safety profile. It has not yet been assessed in pregnancy, so it has been advised
that until more information is available, those who are pregnant should not have this vaccine.

Many vaccines can be given safely in pregnancy, so why are you being advised
against this vaccine?

Evidence so far reviewed by the MHRA raises no concerns for safety in pregnancy.

Because of the new formulation of this particular vaccine the MHRA wants to see more non-clinical
data before finalising the advice in pregnancy.

It is standard practice when waiting for such data on any medicine, to avoid its use in those who may
become pregnant or who are breastfeeding. This will be kept under review as more evidence
becomes available.

What this mean for you

Here are the key points you should consider until we have more evidence:

if you are pregnant you should not be vaccinated – you can be vaccinated after your pregnancy
is over
if you think you may be pregnant you should delay vaccination until you are sure you are not
if you are planning to get pregnant in the next 3 months, you should delay your vaccination
if you know you are not pregnant you can start the two-dose course now and you should avoid
getting pregnant until at least 2 months after the second dose
if you have had the first dose and then become pregnant you should delay the second dose until
after the pregnancy is over

If you are breastfeeding you should wait until you have finished breastfeeding and then have the
vaccine. If you were breastfeeding when you had the first dose you are advised not to have the
second dose until you have finished breastfeeding.

This advice is precautionary until additional evidence is available to support the use of this vaccine in
pregnancy and breastfeeding. It may then be possible to have the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. Until that
advice is changed you may be able to have one of the other COVID-19 vaccines that are expected.
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